
 
When asked if they get a buzz from what they 
do, 70% of respondents to the May survey say  
that they do, which is a considerable  
encouragement to innovators and entrepreneurs  
keen to run their own businesses and looking for 
role models .  Ranging, as it does, from new 
start-ups to those who have been trading for 
many years, the UKBB panel is well placed to 
comment on such matters and, in a follow up 
question, gave freely of their views on what it is 
that is most exciting  about running a business.  
88 respondents shared their thoughts with us 
across the themes listed below: 
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People talk about the buzz of entrepreneurship.
To what extent do you get a buzz from what you do?
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5. not at

Being Boss 4 
Destiny 8 
Reward 4 
Challenge 7 
Control 10 
Stress 3 
Satisfaction 2 
Success 8 
Winning/win 5 
Profit 4 
Survive/survival 1 
Freedom 11 
People 6 
Independence 3 
Playing ‘the game’ 2 

What is the most exciting  thing about running a business? 
 
Many summed up their thoughts in one word: ‘Freedom’,  
‘Surviving’, ‘Responsibility’.  
 
Others were more expansive:   
 
"Playing The Game" That is how I see running a business, it's a 
game that I play along with my team against customers,  
suppliers, and anyone else we engage with. Sometimes you win, 
sometimes you lose, but it is so rewarding when the team wins.” 
 
“Choice of work focus, choice of clients, flexible working,  
recognition of expertise, ability to rapidly respond to market 
trends and change business capability in response, lack of big 
business administration, freedom to act when and how I like.” 
 
“Having some control over what I do and when. It comes at  
a high price in stress though. ” 

Getting a buzz from doing business. 
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What’s the problem — Market conditions? Pressures of time? Red tape?   
Businesses and Advisers have their say.  

 This month we 
asked for your views 
on “the single most 
important problem” 
facing your  
businesses. 32% of 
you chose Market  
conditions followed 
by  Time pressure 
and  Red tape. In our 
parallel survey of 
Advisers,  Red tape 
came out top with 
34%, with market 
conditions second. 
Time pressure was 
next in line, just  
edging out Skills 
shortages. 

Advisers and  
businesses united on 
how to stimulate 
business 
 
When asked to select 
the single most  
important factor for 
stimulating business, 
both UKBB and  
UKBAB respondents 
chose a low  
administration burden 
and low interest rates. 
These two factors 
were also the most 
selected when the 
same question was 
asked a year ago.   
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What is the single most important problem facing your business today?

UKBB

UKBAB

Over and above natural market forces, which of the following do you think is 
most important for stimulating business?
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On the subject of  
professional advice…. 
 
The majority of respondents to the 
UKBB use professional business 
advice, as shown by the responses to 
our question on use over the past 
two years.  74% have used a  
professional adviser at least once, 
and nearly a quarter have used  
advisers more than three times over 
the last two years. 

What is the most favoured source of advice in uncertain times?   
 
This particular question was last asked in April 2003 and although 22% opted for ‘Nobody in particular’, more  
respondents favoured accountants and professional business advisers this time around. ‘Business colleagues within the 
firm’ was the most popular, chosen by 24% of respondents. 
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To whom do you most naturally turn for advice when trading conditions suddenly 
become more uncertain?
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When seeking advice or support in the last two years, how 
often have you chosen to use a professional adviser?
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> THE QUESTIONS - MAY 2007 - BB108 

About the respondents: 
 
 In the May 2007 survey,  
116 respondents were drawn 
with the following population 
characteristics: 

 
 
 
For further information, please contact The Barometer Project Team:  
Rick Eagles   t: 0115 8466860   e:rick.eagles@nottingham.ac.uk  
Liz Rose   t: 0115 8466189   e: liz.rose@nottingham.ac.uk      w: www.ukbb.ac       www.ukbab.ac 

UKBB: Benchmarking key issues for smaller businesses 

 
Click here to view the complete set of results for this and for previous surveys:  www.ukbb.ac/UI/surveys.aspx 

Sector 
Production & 

Manufacturing Distribution Services Total 

25.0% 7.8% 67.2% 100.0% 

Turnover (£) 
< 1 M 1M-3M >3M Total 

69.0% 16.4% 14.7% 100.0% 

Number of Full-time Employees 

1-10 11-20 21-50 51-100 100+ Total 

60.3% 24.1% 8.6% 2.6% 4.3% 100.0% 

 
If circumstances were to permit, would you...  
1. retire as soon as possible  
2. retire at state retirement age 
3. retire later than state retirement age 
4. other  
 
In the present climate, would you rather be…..   
1. an employee with company benefits  
2. running your own business 
3. neither of the above  
 
Despite recent increases in the Bank of England’s 
interest rate, do you consider the current rate to be at an 
acceptable level?  
 
It is said that the PDA (personal digital assistant) is to 
the modern business executive what the Spinning 
Jenny was to the textile industry. Do you view the PDA 
an essential tool in your work?  

 
What is the single most important problem facing your 
business today?  
 
Over and above natural market forces, which of the 
following do you think is most important for stimulat-
ing business?  
 
To whom do you most naturally turn for advice when 
trading conditions suddenly become more uncertain?  
 
When seeking advice or support in the last two years, 
how often have you chosen to use a professional ad-
viser?  
 
Do you have an up to date, written business plan?  
 
How often do you revisit your business plan?  
 
People talk about the buzz of entrepreneurship, to what 
extent do you get a buzz from what you do?  
     
 What is the most exciting thing about running your 
own business?  
 
 


	Getting a buzz from business
	The most exciting thing about running a business
	the single most important problem
	How best to stimulate business
	UKBB respondents on professional advice
	Untitled


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



